
HANDOUT FOR JUNE 5, 2022 

 

 

 

Bible Baptist Church, Mt. Orab                            Adult Sunday School - 9:45 am 
 

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed,  

rightly dividing the word of truth.  II Timothy 2:15 
 

Subject:       Jacob Prophesies and Blesses His Sons 

Lesson Date: May 29, 2022 

Teacher:  Rev. Ted R. House 

 
I. Review and Introduction 

 

• Jacob passes the patriarchal blessing to Ephraim and Manasseh with the younger receiving the greater.  The chapter 
concludes with Jacob giving Joseph and his descendants a very specific piece of land in Canaan.  Joseph will get an 
extra portion that Jacob took from the Amorites.  Jacob knows that God promised Abraham the land that belonged to 
the Amorites.  God will use the children of Israel to bring the “iniquity of the Amorites” to an end.  This pictures the 
rapture of the church when the iniquity is full.  In Genesis 49, Jacob will prophesy and bestow blessings on his 
remaining sons.  It is a prophetic and mysterious chapter.  Jacob, with his sons at his bedside, pictures believers at 
the Judgment Seat of Christ.  Jacob speaks to his sons about things that have happened, things that will happen to 
them in the promised land (picture of Millennial Kingdom), and things in “the last days” (first mention).  When Moses 
gets ready to die he blesses the tribes of Israel and gives more detail.      

➢ Genesis 48:20-22; Genesis 15:1,13-16; Genesis 49:1 & 2; Deuteronomy 33 

 

II. Jacob Blesses His First Four Sons Born to Leah 

 

• Jacob holds Reuben, Simeon, and Levi accountable for sins committed decades earlier.  Reuben would not 
excel because he never repented and he is unstable as water.  Reuben lost his firstborn position and there was 
never a judge, king, priest, or prophet from the tribe of Reuben.  Simeon and Levi are linked by their cruel 
personalities.  God cursed their anger, not them.  They led the massacre of Shechem in revenge for their sister’s 
rape.  Neither tribe would possess much of the Promised Land.  Simeon’s inheritance is dispersed inside Judah 
(Joshua 19).  The tribe of Levi will become priests, a place of honor, with no established territory of their own 
(Joshua 20).  When Moses asked, “who is on the Lord’s side”, the sons of Levi took a stand for God.     
 

• Judah’s tribe would become great and would be the ancestor of most of Israel’s kings and rulers.  The kingship 
would remain with Judah forever.  Jesus is the Lion of the tribe of Judah.  Judah became the kingly tribe and the 
lawgiver until “Shiloh comes”.  Fulfilled in Jesus, the Messiah.  Shiloh means “Messiah”.  The tribe settled in an 
area where grapes are plenty, a prosperous area.  This is a prophecy about the Messiah and the everlasting 
nature of His rule.  The wine points to the blood in the great war before Jesus sets up His Kingdom. 

➢ Genesis 49:3-12; Genesis 34:1-29; Genesis 35:22; Exodus 32:26-28; Deuteronomy 33:8; Isaiah 63:1-14 

 

III.  Jacob Blesses His Remaining Sons  

 

• Zebulun would be associated with sea trading in the area of Phoenicia.  The sons of Issachar will be hard workers 
and serve the nation of Israel.  Dan would be a judge and the first tribe to fully embrace idolatry.  In the middle of 
these blessings/prophesies, Jacob exclaimed his desire to see God’s salvation like Simeon and Anna who had 
waited so long to see Jesus.  Gad is a warring tribe.  Asher’s blessing involved food.  King David and King Solomon 
went up into the area of Asher to get supplies.  Naphtali is associated with liberty and good words.  Naphtali and 
Asher settled close together in the area where Jesus ministered.  Joseph’s people would be fruitful and fight off their 
attackers in the strength of the “Mighty God of Jacob”.  The branches speak of Ephraim and Manasseh.  All the 
material blessings of the earth will come to them.  Joseph was the shepherd and the stone to his brothers.  Jesus 
came first as the shepherd; He is also the Stone.  These blessings look back at Joseph’s fruitfulness and look 
ahead to the blessing of Jesus.  The Benjaminites would be known for their military strength.  Judge Ehud, King 
Saul, and the Apostle Paul would be from this tribe.  Unconfessed sins will be dealt with at the Judgement Seat of 
Christ with shame and tears, but in the end, God will bless us with eternal life. 

➢ Genesis 49:13-28; I Chronicles 12:32-40; Luke 2:25-30 


