
HANDOUT FOR APRIL 10, 2022 
 

 

 

Bible Baptist Church, Mt. Orab                            Adult Sunday School - 9:45 am 
 

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed,  

rightly dividing the word of truth.  II Timothy 2:15 
 

Subject:  God Is Still Working 

Lesson Date: April 3, 2022 

Teacher:  Rev. Ted R. House 

 
I. Jacob Scolds His Sons 

 

• Jacob sent ten sons to Egypt to buy food.  Joseph chose Simeon to stay behind and sent the other brothers 
home to bring Benjamin back.  God used their conscience and memory to bring remorse.  They acknowledged 
that what they had done to Joseph was wrong, but there was no repentance.  The brothers told Jacob what 
happened and Jacob was upset.  He cried out at them for first losing Joseph, then Simeon, and now expecting 
him to risk Benjamin.  To lose Benjamin would kill him.  God was at work in Jacob’s life and in his son’s life also.  
When the world seems to be falling apart, God is at work.  Reverend Dave McCracken said, “We should not cry 
‘God help us, but God have us’”.  Jacob insisted that he would not send Benjamin to Egypt.  Reuben offered his 
two sons if he did not bring Benjamin back.  The famine continued and Jacob was forced to reconsider.  Judah 
refused to go without taking Benjamin.  

➢ Genesis 42:28-43:5 
 

II. Israel Trusts God 

 

• Israel (note 42:36 Jacob) asked why his sons told “the man” about Benjamin.  It was a perfect opportunity for 
them to confess what they had done to Joseph, but they did not.  Judah offered to be surety for Benjamin’s life.  
Jacob told his sons to take some of the best products of the land as a gift and twice as much money and 
Benjamin.  Then Israel asked God to be merciful to them and for Simeon and Benjamin to be released.  Israel is 
bereaved of his sons, but if he loses his sons, he loses them.  Israel committed his sons to the care of God and 
resigned himself to the trial.  This famine pictures the seven years of “Jacob’s Trouble” or “Great Tribulation”.  
Israel is trusting God to be merciful.  Soon, Joseph’s brothers are again bowing before him, with Benjamin at 
their side.  Joseph ordered his house steward to bring them to his home and to prepare a meal for them.  Here, 
Joseph pictures Jesus wooing us before we were saved and the grace extended to us when we were lost.  We 
do not fully understand the kindness and grace of God.  The brothers were afraid that Joseph would make them 
slaves for “stealing” during their last trip.  But the steward assured the brothers that God Himself had put the 
money in their sacks.  The steward brought Simeon to them. 

➢ Genesis 43:6-25 
 

III.  Joseph Hides His Tears – The Test Continues 

 

• When Joseph arrived for the meal, they brought out their gifts and bowed down to him.  Joseph asked about their 
father and learned that he was well.  When Joseph saw Benjamin, he was overcome with emotion and left the 
room and wept.  He washed his face, returned, and ordered the meal served.  He ate by himself and the brothers 
marveled because Joseph had them seated in order of age from oldest to youngest.  Benjamin’s portion of food 
was five times more than the portion of the others.  Joseph continues testing his brothers.  God’s grace is 
abundant.  Jacob named his son, Benjamin, “Son of my right hand”.  His mother named him Benoni, “Son of 
Sorrow”, making him a double type of Christ.  He was especially honored among the Gentiles.  Jesus Christ was 
first rejected and unrecognized by Israel as Benoi, “Son of Sorrow”.  As Benjamin, “Son of my right hand”, Jesus 
will be revealed in power in the Kingdom and Israel will be restored. 

➢ Genesis 43:26-34; Genesis 35:18 


