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Bible Baptist Church, Mt. Orab                            Adult Sunday School - 9:45 am 
 

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed,  

rightly dividing the word of truth.  II Timothy 2:15 
 

Subject:  God is Working 

Lesson Date: March 27, 2022 

Teacher:  Rev. Ted R. House 

 
I. Joseph’s Brothers Bow Themselves Down 

 

• Jesus came to His own and they rejected Him.  Joseph is a type of Jesus and the brothers represent the nation 
of Israel.  The Jews rejected Christ, and they were dispersed after Jesus was crucified and the temple was 
destroyed by the Romans.  The Jews have been blinded.  Joseph’s brothers rejected him, and when they saw 
him they did not recognize him because Joseph “made himself strange”.  They were blinded.  The “Great 
Tribulation” or “Time of Jacob’s Trouble” will take place so that the Messiah, Jesus, will be recognized by Israel 
as the one they crucified.  When Jesus comes back, all of Israel will be saved.  Two-thirds of Israel will die in the 
“Great Tribulation” leaving one-third which Jesus will refine when He reveals Himself to them at the end of 
Tribulation.  Joseph did not reveal himself to his brothers at first because he wanted to teach them a lesson.  The 
famine came just as Joseph had dreamed.  Jacob kept Benjamin home for fear that “mischief would befall him” 
and sent his other ten sons to Egypt for corn.  God used the famine to bring all of Joseph’s brothers to Joseph.  
God will use the “Great Tribulation” to bring all of Israel to Himself.  To the Jews, it was like a dream when Jesus 
preached the Kingdom of Heaven.  They hated Jesus and His words like Joseph’s brothers hated him for his 
dream.  As they stood in line to buy food, the brothers bowed down before Joseph.  One day every knee will bow 
before Jesus Christ. God is at work for His purposes.  God prepared the “plenty” and the “famine”. 

➢ Genesis 41:53-42:7; John 1:11; Zechariah 13:6-9; Genesis 37:5-11; Romans 11:13-25;  
Philippians 2:10 & 11  
 

II. Joseph Puts the Pressure on His Brothers 

 

• Even though blindness has come in part to Israel, God still has His eye on them.  Joseph knew his brothers and 
he knew their iniquity.  God also knew, and He knows our sin too.  His eyes are upon us.  Joseph remembered 
his dream and accused them of being spies.  He was humbling them.  They protested, calling themselves honest 
“servants’, and all sons of the same man.  Twelve brothers, one back in Canaan with their father and another 
brother who is “not”, meaning Joseph.  Joseph puts them all in prison for three days.  Then Joseph again 
accused them of being spies and offered them a chance to prove themselves and earn his trust.  One of them 
must stay in Egypt and the rest must come back with their youngest brother.  If they refused, he would conclude 
that they were lying and were truly spies.  God has cast Israel away for a time.  God proves/tests the believer. 

➢ Genesis 42:8-17; Jeremiah 16:17; Hosea 5:3; Hosea 9:17; Matthew 23:35-39 

 

III.  The Pressure Increases – Conscience, Memory, and Reason 

 

• While in prison, the brothers acknowledged their guilt not knowing that Joseph heard them and wept.  With a 
vexed conscience, Reuben reasoned with them as they remembered what they had done.  John Phillips said, 
“conscience, memory, and reason are God’s three great hounds to bark and bay at the door of the soul.”  God is 
the author of judgment and discipline.  When our sin has not been dealt with, God will bring it to our 
remembrance and the Holy Spirit will convict us.  Simeon, the cruelest of the 12, was chosen to stay behind.  
Even during chastisement, God never disowns His children.  During punishment, God is merciful, and He always 
provides.  Joseph sent provisions with his brothers for the trip home and restored their money.  They became 
afraid when the money was discovered and asked, “What is this God hath done unto us?”  It is the goodness of 
God that leads to repentance. 

➢ Genesis 42:18-28; John 1:12; Romans 2:4 


