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Bible Baptist Church, Mt. Orab                            Adult Sunday School - 9:45 am 
 

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed,  

rightly dividing the word of truth.  II Timothy 2:15 
 

Subject:  God’s School for Joseph 

Lesson Date: March 6, 2022 

Teacher:  Rev. Ted R. House 

 
I. God Trains His Men Through Affliction 

 

• Joseph is in prison, God’s school of affliction.  Genesis 40 & 41 tell us of three dreams.  Three represents the 
Trinity and our triune body, soul, and spirit.  Biblical mathematics evangelist Ed. F Vallowe states that the number 
three means “the completeness of God in His divine perfection” and “God is in it”.  What God does, He does 
completely.  God uses three dreams to advance His purpose for Joseph.  Every man God uses mightily, He first 
sends through deep waters.  God was working all things for good as He was teaching Joseph.  Joseph’s father 
put Joseph over his brothers when he was just 17 years old.  Joseph found favor and was put over Potiphar’s 
house for a time, and then he was made overseer of the prison and prisoners at about 20-22 years old.  Joseph 
had been shackled in the prison when Pharaoh’s chief butler and chief baker were put in the prison.  Joseph had 
been in prison for eight years when these men had their dreams.  Two years later, Pharaoh also dreamed.  
Joseph was 30 years old when he was released from prison and made ruler over Egypt.  One could easily 
become despondent and question God, but “the Lord was with Joseph”.  God’s school is not like man’s school.  
God breaks so that He can make; deflates so that He can inflate.  Paul prayed three times for his affliction to be 
removed.  God delivered Joseph and made him ruler over Egypt, but he was first sent to the “school of affliction”.  
Joseph, being sold because of envy, is a type of Jesus.  For envy, Jesus was crucified.   

➢ Genesis 37:2 & 28; Genesis 39:1-6 & 21-23; Genesis 40:1-3; Genesis 41:1,41-43 & 46; Romans 8:28; 
Psalm 105:16-21; Acts 7:9,10; II Corinthians 12:8-10; Matthew 22:14; Matthew 27:18 

 

II. Interpretations Belong to God 

 

• Pharaoh’s chief butler and baker were put in prison.  Joseph served them.  God sent dreams to the butler and 
baker.  They did not understand their dreams.  Joseph told them that God interprets dreams, and Joseph told 
them exactly what the dream meant.  In three days, the chief butler would be restored to his former position.  
Joseph asked the man to speak to Pharaoh on his behalf.  The baker’s dream was not a happy one, he would be 
hung on a tree.  Joseph gave the perfect interpretation from his perfect God.  These interpretations happened 
exactly as Joseph said because “God is in it”.  Three days later, the chief butler was restored to his prior position 
and the chief baker was hung on a tree just as Joseph had interpreted.  The chief butler “forgat” Joseph, but God 
did not forget him.  

➢ Genesis 40:1-23 

 

III. A Picture of Calvary – Two Choices 
 

• While in prison, Joseph had only the hope of God’s promises.  God always keeps His word.  Joseph’s afflictions 
are a picture of Jesus on the cross.  The butler and baker picture the two malefactors hanging next to Jesus.  
One chose to believe in Jesus and went to paradise, (was restored), like the butler.  The other mocked and was 
sent to hell, like the baker.  It is a picture of believers and unbelievers.  “Cursed is everyone that hangeth on a 
tree.”  There are two choices; believe and receive forgiveness or reject and die in unbelief with the curse of sin 
on you.  Two more years passed, and then God sent Pharaoh a dream.  Joseph must have wondered if the 
baker would remember he was still in prison.  We can never put our trust man, we must fully trust in the Lord.  
Pharaoh is like a god, “the superpower” of the day, but God has the king’s heart in His hand.  God sets up one 
and takes down another.  Joseph gets a wife and has two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim, their names are 
meaningful.  

➢ Genesis 41:1, 50-52; Deuteronomy 21:23; Galatians 3:13; Proverbs 21:1 


