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Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed,  

rightly dividing the word of truth.  II Timothy 2:15 
 

Subject:  Joseph Ends Better Than He Began 

Lesson Date: March 13, 2022 

Teacher:  Rev. Ted R. House 

 
I. Pharaoh’s Dream – God’s Glory 

 

• Joseph was in prison for 10 of his 30 years.  God was preparing Joseph to be Price of Egypt.  The end of a thing 
is better than the beginning.  Two years had passed since Joseph had interpreted the butler and baker’s dreams.  
The heart of the king is in the hand of the Lord, and God sent Pharaoh a dream.  Pharaoh was troubled by the 
dream (not dreams, vs 25) and he told all the magicians and all the wise men in Egypt the dream but none could 
interpret it.  Pharaoh’s butler remembered his “faults” and told of the young Hebrew who had accurately 
interpreted both his and the baker’s dream.  Joseph was brought to Pharaoh and Joseph gave the glory for the 
interpretations to God.  Joseph was confident that God could do it again!  Joseph explained that God was 
revealing what He was about to do.  God is in it, working all things for our good.  God’s word is established in the 
mouth of two or three.  He established Pharaoh’s dream with the cows and grain; they both meant the same 
thing.  Seven years of great abundance, represented by the healthy cows and grain, would be followed by seven 
years of famine, represented by the sickly cows and grain.  Joseph, now released from prison, and he gave 
Pharaoh advice on how to manage the coming crisis.  He told Pharaoh to appoint a wise leader and officers.  He 
also told Pharaoh that they should take 20 percent of each crop for the next seven years and put it into 
storehouses to provide for Egypt during the seven years of famine.  We should be warning the world of the 
coming great white throne judgment. 

➢ Genesis 41:1-36; Ecclesiastes 7:8; Proverbs 21:1; Romans 8:28; II Corinthians 13:1  
 

II. Joseph is Exalted – A Type of Jesus 

 

• Pharaoh recognized the “Spirit of God” was with Joseph and he accepted Joseph’s advice.  Pharaoh made this 
Hebrew slave prisoner second in command over all of Egypt.  He gave Joseph his signet ring, along with fine 
clothes, a gold necklace, and a special chariot.  Joseph’s end was better than his beginning.  Jesus is exalted as 
our Prince and Savior; Joseph became the prince and savior of Egypt.  Jesus is on the right hand of God and all 
authorities are subject to Him; all authorities in Egypt were subject to Joseph.  Jesus anointed above all; Joseph 
was above all.  God the Father has a throne and Jesus has a throne; Pharaoh had a throne and Joseph had a 
throne.  Jesus took on the form of a servant and God exalted Him; Joseph served in the jail and was exalted, 
Jesus’ name is above all names; Pharaoh gave Joseph a new name and all would bow down to him. 

➢ Genesis 41:37-45; Acts 5:30; I Peter 3:21 & 22; Hebrews 1:9; Revelation 3:21; Philippians 2:6 

 

III.  Joseph’s New Name, Wife & Sons 

 

• Pharaoh gave Joseph an Egyptian name, Zaphnath-Paaneah; which, in Hebrew, means “revealer of secrets” but 
in Egyptian, it meant “savior of the world” or “prince of the life of the age”.  For the lost represented by Egypt, 
Jesus is the Savior, and for the believer, He reveals secrets that the lost cannot discern.  Joseph is given an 
Egyptian wife, Asenath, who is the Neith, “earth mother of the Nile Delta”, named after a goddess of the 
Egyptians.  She pictures the church, the Gentile bride of Christ.  Joseph ensured the surplus was stored up for 
the coming famine.  Joseph has two sons; Manasseh, which means “forgetting” and Ephriam which means 
“fruitful”.  They picture two types of people in the church, the “professors” who forget and the truly saved who are 
“fruitful”.  Exactly as Joseph predicted, the famine came.  Joseph sold grain to the Egyptians and to people of 
other countries. 

➢ Genesis 41:46-57 


