
HANDOUT FOR FEBRUARY 27, 2022 
 

 

 

Bible Baptist Church, Mt. Orab                            Adult Sunday School - 9:45 am 
 

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed,  

rightly dividing the word of truth.  II Timothy 2:15 
 

Subject:  Judah’s Shame – God’s Grace 

Lesson Date: February 20, 2022 

Teacher:  Rev. Ted R. House 
 
 

I. Judah’s Plan to Protect his Family Line 
 

• Joseph was sold into Egyptian slavery, and Judah moved away from his father Jacob and his brothers. He found 
a non-believing friend named Hirah which means “nobility”.  Judah took a Canaanite wife whose mother’s name 
was Shuah which means “riches”.  Many times, we are tempted to go the way of the world because of position 
and riches.  Though the people of God were not to marry Canaanites, Judah did.  He soon had three sons with 
her, Er, which means “watchman”, Onan which means “strength”, and Shelah, which means “sprout”, was born in 
Chezib, Southern Judah.  Judah found Er a wife from the area.  The Bible does not call her a Canaanite like it did 
Judah’s wife.  Her name is Tamar which means “date palm tree”.  God slew Er for unnamed wickedness.  It was 
customary for the childless widow to be given in marriage to her late husband’s brother to raise up seed for the 
first born’s inheritance.  Judah told his second son to marry Tamar so that Er’s family line might continue.  Onan 
had no objection to sex but spilled his seed on the ground because, in his own strength, he refused to raise up 
seed for his brother.  God slew Onan for this wickedness.  Judah promised to give Tamar his son Shelah when 
he was old enough to marry and he would raise up seed to Er.  Time passed and Judah’s wife died and his 
ungodly friend appeared again to comfort him and took him up to Timnath.  We do not need comfort from worldly 
friends, like a drug dealer going to an addict who has been clean and “friends” him with a pill. 

➢ Genesis 28:1; Genesis 38:1-12 

 

II. Tamar’s Plot for a Family 

 

• Tamar came up with a plan to force Judah to take care of her because he had not kept his word in giving her 
Shelah.  Tamar found out where Judah would be, and she disguised herself as a harlot and went along the road 
to the town of Timnath.  Judah did not recognize his daughter-in-law and propositioned her for sex.  Judah 
offered her three kids from his flock.  Tamar, knowing he was not good for his word, asked Judah to leave his 
signet ring, his bracelets, and his staff as a guarantee.  Judah willingly gave up his person (the ring); his 
possessions (the bracelets); and his position (his staff), for the sake of a moment of lust.  This story is a warning; 
we all are prone to moral corruption.  Judah left and Tamar returned to her father-in-law’s household.  To avoid 
shame, Judah sent his worldly friend, Hirah, to the place where he had met the harlot, to pay her and to bring 
back his possessions.  Tamar was nowhere to be found.  Judah decided to abandon his belongings rather than 
risk being scorned should the story get out.  Be sure your sin will find you out, and you will reap what you sow.    

➢ Genesis 38; Numbers 32:32,33; Galatians 6:8 

 

III. God Protected the House of David and the Kingly Line of Judah 
 

• Three months after Tamar tricked Judah, it was discovered that Tamar was with child, and it was revealed that 
she was the harlot.  Judah condemned her to death.  Tamar offered proof of the baby’s father.  Judah’s signet, 
bracelets, and staff.  Judah acknowledged them and his sin of not giving Tamar his son Shelah but never really 
acknowledged his sin with Tamar.  Tamar gave birth to Judah’s twin boys, Zarah and Pharez.  God’s grace 
superseded the sinfulness of Judah and protected the kingly line.  King David and Jesus Christ came through the 
line of Judah through Pharez (the breach) of Tamar.  God’s plan always comes to fruition.  We cannot fully 
understand His amazing grace. 

➢ Genesis 38:24-30; Ruth 4:11-22; Matthew 11:1-3 
 


