
HANDOUT FOR SEPTEMBER 12, 2021 
 

 

Bible Baptist Church, Mt. Orab                            Adult Sunday School - 9:45 am 
 

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed,  

rightly dividing the word of truth.  II Timothy 2:15 
 

Subject:  Abraham – Father of Us All Makes a Big Mistake 

Lesson Date: September 5, 2021 

Teacher:  Rev. Ted R. House 
 

I. Introduction 
 

• Abraham is the spiritual father of us all, and like Abraham, we are all subject to blunders and 
sin.  In Genesis 20, Abraham made a BIG mistake, and it almost cost our salvation.  The key 
players are: Abraham, Abimelech, Sarah, God, and the Devil.  Abraham was the picture of 
faith when he interceded on behalf of his nephew Lot, begging God to spare Sodom and 
Gomorrah.  The Devil is not ignorant of God’s promises.  Ishmael, now 13 or 14 years old, 
was not the promised child.  God promised a son to Sarah.  Sarah is the depository for the 
redemption plan.  Though Abraham falters, God will not allow His plan to be hijacked. 
➢ Genesis 20; Romans 4:16 

 

II. Abraham Lied Again 

 

• This story provides a second look at Abraham’s betrayal of his wife Sarah.  Abraham heads 
south toward Egypt (world) without seeking direction from God.  God does not give us the 
reason why, which allows all of us to fit ourselves into this situation of moving without 
seeking the Lord first.  Abraham lied again saying that Sarah was his sister, disguising the 
fact that she was his wife.  King Abimelech took Sarah intending her to be one of his wives.  
The way of the promised Seed was to come through Sarah, and now God’s promise to 
Abraham and Sarah to provide them with a natural-born child was a risk.  God is still in 
control, and He appeared to Abimelech in a dream and announced that Abimelech would die 
for taking a married woman as his wife.  Abimelech responded truthfully that he had not yet 
approached Sarah and that he acted with full integrity.  The Lord agreed that if Abimelech 
would return Sarah and if Abraham would pray for them, Abimelech and all his household 
would live.  If not, they would all die. 

⮚ Genesis 12:10-20; Genesis 20:1-7,13 
 

III. Abimelech Rebukes Abraham 
 

• God afflicted Abimelech with an illness and closed the wombs of all the women in his 
household.  God told Abimelech to return Sarah to the prophet (1st mention), Abraham.  
Abimelech confronted Abraham about his lie and demanded to know why he lied.  
Abraham’s excuse was his fear of being killed by someone who would take Sarah as a wife.  
He explained that Sarah was his half-sister, and his wife.  The answer revealed Abraham's 
concern for himself and not for Sarah.  Abraham said, “Because I thought…”, which was not 
of faith.  Before Isaac could be born, God had to root out the weakness of Abraham’s flesh. 
 

• God speaks to and through unsaved people.  Often, the actions of the unsaved may be more 
in tune with God’s will than those of the saved.  Dr. Grey said, “The best argument for 
Christianity is a Christian.  The worst argument for Christianity is a Christian”.  The law of 
God is written in the hearts of mankind.  The world knows adultery, homosexuality and 
abortion are wrong.  They do not like God’s laws, so they make new laws.  Abimelech 
returned Sarah and gave gifts.  He did not ask, but Abraham prayed to God.  Abimelech is 
healed and the women of his household are once again able to bear children 

➢ Genesis 20:8-18; Romans 2:15 


