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Bible Baptist Church, Mt. Orab                            Adult Sunday School - 9:45 am 
 

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed,  

rightly dividing the word of truth.  II Timothy 2:15 
 

Subject:  Joseph, a Type of Christ and an Exceptional Life 

Lesson Date: February 13, 2022 

Teacher:  Rev. Ted R. House 
 

I. Introduction – Heritage of Joseph 
 

• Joseph, which means “to add”, was the son of Israel’s old age and the firstborn of his beloved wife Rachel.  
Joseph is 17 years old and his family had moved around a lot and were now living in Hebron.  Joseph would 
have known and seen the godly example of his grandfather Isaac.  His great grandfather was Abraham.  
Grandfather Laben was an idol worshiper and his mother, Rachel also had problems with idols.  His father Jacob 
had four wives.  His mother died while giving birth to his brother Benjamin.  Jacob then gave all his attention to 
Joseph.  His sister Dinah was raped and his brothers massacred the entire city of Shechem.  His oldest brother, 
Reuben, had an incestuous relationship with his stepmother.  The brothers were worldly and poor examples for 
young Joseph.  He saw both highs and lows in Jacob’s spiritual progression.  He knew of Uncle Esau and his 
“wild” cousins.  He had heard and seen a lot that was not good, yet Joseph became exceptional and God had His 
hand on him.   

➢ Genesis 30:22-24; Genesis 37:1,2 

 

II. Deeply Loved and Deeply Hated 

 

• When Israel gave Joseph a princely coat of many colors, his ten older brothers hated him. Scofield gives seven 
ways Joseph is a type of Christ.  Both (1) Joseph and Jesus were especially loved by their fathers (Gen. 37:3; 
Matt. 3:17; John 3:35 & 5:20), both were (2) hated by their brethren (Gen. 37:4; John 15:25), and both (3) were 
rejected and envied by their brethren (Gen. 37:8; Matt. 21:37-39 & John 15:24,25).  Joseph’s brothers hated him 
even more when he told them of his two prophetic dreams.  In the first dream, God was giving Joseph power and 
authority over the fields he later would receive through Pharoah.  In the second dream, Joseph suggested that all 
of them would one day bow down to him.  The sun and moon represented the father and mother, the eleven 
stars represented his brothers.  John, the Revelator, had a very similar vision that pictures the nation of Israel 
and the twelve tribes.  God would give Joseph dominion over all in Egypt.  

➢ Genesis 37:2-11; Matthew 27:18; Revelation 12:1-6 

 

III. The Conspiracies and the Calculated Lie 
 

• Israel sent Joseph to check on his brothers who were feeding the flock in Shechem.  Joseph said, “here am I”.  
God the Father sent His Son to the world.  Jesus said, “Here am I” and came “in the fulness of time”.  Joseph 
found his brothers in Dothan which means “two wells”.  This angered the brothers and they began to conspire 
about how they could kill Joseph.  (4) Both Jesus and Joseph’s brothers conspired to kill them (Gen. 37:18 & 
Matt. 26:3,4).  Reuben, in a battle of moral compromise, convinced his brothers not to kill Joseph, but to throw 
him into a pit and leave him to die.  He planned to rescue Joseph later and bring him to Jacob, in hopes of 
possibly redeeming himself.  The brothers agreed, stripped Joseph of his coat, likely beat him, and threw him into 
the pit.  (5) Joseph was “slain” and Jesus was slain on the cross (Gen. 37:24 & Matt. 27:35-37).  The brothers ate 
while Reuben was away.  Judah wanted to sell Joseph as a slave to the Ishmaelite traders passing by and they 
all agreed.  Reuben was upset. They had to come up with a story, a lie, to tell their father.  They killed a goat, 
dipped the coat in the blood, and then cruelly asked Jacob to confirm that it was Joseph’s coat.  Jacob refused to 
be comforted; he said he would go to his grave mourning his son.  (6) Joseph and Jesus became a blessing to 
the Gentiles, both getting a Gentile bride (Gen. 41:1-45; Acts 15:14 & Eph. 5:25-32).  (7) Joseph reconciled his 
brethren to himself, and exalted them, as Christ will reconcile and exalt His Israeli brethren (Gen. 45:1-15; Deut. 
30:1-10; Hos. 2:14-18 & Rom. 11:1,15,25,26) 

➢ Genesis 37:12-36; Galatians 4:4 


