
HANDOUT FOR NOVEMBER 28, 2021 
 

 

Bible Baptist Church, Mt. Orab                            Adult Sunday School - 9:45 am 
 

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed,  

rightly dividing the word of truth.  II Timothy 2:15 
 

Subject:  The LORD Appeared to Isaac 

Lesson Date: November 21, 2021 

Teacher:  Rev. Ted R. House 
 

I. Review 
 

• Isaac is a picture of sonship.  The Lord sends a famine to test his faith.  Sometimes God is silent in our trials.  
Isaac headed toward Egypt but God told him to stay in Gerar.  After the test, God confirmed the Abrahamic 
Covenant with Isaac.  Isaac lied to King Abimelech about Rebekah because he feared (the opposite of faith) for 
his life.  The Lord used the pagan King Abimelech to rebuke Isaac, and also to protect him.  When Isaac’s lie was 
discovered and he realized he was wrong, the Lord blessed him one hundredfold.  The Philistines envied his 
wealth and filled the wells.  The wells give life, but disobedience dries up the wells. 

➢ Genesis 26:1-16 

 

II. The Wells 
 

• Isaac pitched his tent in the valley and dug wells like his father.  It is best to stay with the old ways, the tried and 
true ways.  Wells are running water; springs of living water.  Jesus gave the woman at the well, living water that 
she would never thirst again.  David thirsted when in a dry land.  Isaac called the well Esek, meaning “contention 
or strife” because the Philistines argued with him.  There is a war with the flesh.  Another well he called Sitnah, 
meaning “hatred or opposition”.  There are enemies of the cross.  We should never give up, keep on doing the 
right thing.  Isaac dug a well and they did not strive with him.  He called that well Rehoboth, meaning 
“enlargement and fruitfulness”. 

➢ Genesis 26:17-22; John 4:13,14; Psalm 63:1; Psalm 143:6; Galatians 5:17 

 

III. The Lord Appeared and Isaac Builds an Altar 
 

• The same night he went back to Beersheba where he belonged, the LORD appeared again to Isaac and 
confirmed His Covenant to be with Isaac and to bless him and multiply his offspring for Abraham’s sake.  Isaac 
responded with worship and built an altar.  The altar is always a place to call on the Lord.  It is a place of 
sacrifice, surrender, and commitment.  Isaac pitched his tent and commanded his servants to dig a well.  Notice 
how Isaac put first things, first.  “Seek ye first the kingdom of God…” 

➢ Genesis 26:23-25; Matthew 6:33 

 

IV.    Meekness Degenerates into Weakness 
 

• Abimelech, the enemy, recognized the Lord was with Isaac and came to make peace.  At first, Isaac was 
suspicious, but then he made them a feast and agreed to the King’s proposal of a peace treaty (Be careful who 
you eat with.)  Abraham first reproved King Abimelech for taking away the wells; Isaac failed to hold Abimelech 
accountable for the wrong he had done.  A. W. Pink says, “There is a meekness which is according to nature, but 
usually this degenerates into weakness.  The meekness which is of the Spirit will not set aside the requirements 
of righteousness.”  Luke tells us that correction must come first, then forgiveness.  Isaac sent the Philistines 
away, but they were not put in their place.  Isaac named the well dug by his servant, Sheba, which means 
“complete, fullness, oath, satisfaction, and abundance”. 

   

• Isaac’s family was with him through this story.  Both Jacob and Esau had the same upbringing and were told not 
to marry Canaanite women.  Esau married two Canaanite women, Hittites.  “Which were a grief of mind unto 
Isaac and Rebekah”. 

➢ Genesis 26:32-35; Proverbs 16:7; Genesis 21:22; Luke 17:3 
 


