
HANDOUT FOR OCTOBER 31, 2021 
 

 

Bible Baptist Church, Mt. Orab                            Adult Sunday School - 9:45 am 
 

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed,  

rightly dividing the word of truth.  II Timothy 2:15 
 

Subject:  Abraham Finished Well 

Lesson Date: October 24, 2021 

Teacher:  Rev. Ted R. House 

 
I. Introduction; “and Then” 

 

• Shem lived 500 years after the flood.  He died around 1848 BC.  The Bible is silent about Shem.  Did Abraham 
even know his great, great, great, great, great, great, great-grandfather?  Shem died a few years after Sarah. 
Chapter 25 is transitional, moving the focus to Isaac.  But first, the Holy Spirit gives details about Abraham.   
 

• “Then”, soon after Sarah died, Abraham married Keturah which means incense.  Keturah must have brought a 
sweet fragrance and joy to Abraham’s life in his old age.  Often men marry soon after their wife dies.  They seem 
to have a harder time being alone than women do.  Abraham and Keturah have 6 sons, 7 grandsons, and 3 
great-grandsons for a total of 16.  In typology, this could picture Israel coming back into the Palestinian Covenant 
and ruling 1000 years with Jesus Christ on the throne.  Israel will be very fruitful.  One son, Midian, became an 
arch-enemy of Israel.  Grandsons, Sheba and Dedan, side with Israel in the last battle of Gog and Magog at the 
end of the 1000-year reign.   
 

• Before he died, Abraham, a man of great wealth, gave ALL that he had before he died to Isaac, his sole true heir.  
Abraham gave gifts to the others.  His house was in order.  He finished well. 
➢ Genesis 25:1-7; Ezekiel 38:13; Revelation 20 

 

II. The Days of Abraham’s Life 

 

• Abraham lived 75 years as a pagan.  He lived another 100 years as a believer, day after day with highs and lows. 
The Holy Spirit gives us great detail, “the days and years of Abraham’s life”.  Abraham died at 175 years old; that 
would be 63,825 days!  We live day by day.  Both Isaac and Ishmael bury their father.  All differences and issues 
need to be set aside as we honor and bury our loved ones.  Abraham was buried with Sarah in the cave of 
Machpelah.  Husband and wife are buried together, side by side, and they will be resurrected together. 
➢ Genesis 25:8-11 

 

III. Focus Turns to Isaac, But First Ishmael 
 

• The names of Ishmael’s sons are given.  There are 12 princes with 12 nations.  Twelve is the number of 
Government.  Ishmael’s years were 137, (note years not days), 47 years after Abraham died, Ishmael died.  The 
Holy Spirit only gives a little about Ishmael before turning the attention to Isaac.  Isaac “intreated”, pleaded with 
the Lord for Rebekah because she was barren.  Husbands need to pray for their wives.  The Lord heard and 
answered, and Rebekah became pregnant.  Her pregnancy is so difficult that Rebekah asked the Lord why.  It is 
okay to ask God why, who better to ask.  She received a prophecy about the “two nations”, one stronger than the 
other, and the elder would serve the younger. 
➢ Genesis 25:12-23 

 

IV. It is Good to Start Well; Better to Finish Well 
 

• We can finish full or empty, with joy or grumpy.  The Apostle Paul set out to finish well, and he finished well even 
in prison.  He finished full, starting churches and mentoring others.  He lived a full life.  You choose how you 
finish.  You can die with joy or sadness.  When you retire, do the things you enjoy, and keep serving the Lord. 
Live a full life.  Do not finish grumpy or sad.  Do not stop running until you have “finished the course” well.     
➢ Genesis 25:7 & 8; II Timothy 4:6-8; Acts 20:17-24 


