
HANDOUT FOR OCTOBER 17, 2021 
 

 

Bible Baptist Church, Mt. Orab                            Adult Sunday School - 9:45 am 
 

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed,  

rightly dividing the word of truth.  II Timothy 2:15 
 

Subject:  Going to a Funeral 

Lesson Date: October 10, 2021 

Teacher:  Rev. Ted R. House 

 
I. Sarah Dies 

 

• Sarah dies at 127 years old.  She is the only woman in the Bible where her age of death is given.  She 
dies in Canaan, the Land of Promise, at Hebron, a place of fellowship.  She went to paradise.  New 
Testament Christians go to a place of promise, a place of fellowship when we die, Heaven! 
➢ Genesis 23:1 & 2 

 

II. Abraham’s Response 

 

• Abraham weeps.  It is ok to grieve when our saved loved ones die, but not as the world grieves 
because we have hope.  Joy comes in the morning.  Abraham stood up to make funeral plans.  He was 
a stranger living in a foreign place with a different culture much like our missionaries do today.  We are 
strangers in this Marxist, socialist world.  We must not put our roots down deep.  “This World is Not My 
Home”.  Although God had given Abraham and his seed all the land Abraham’s eyes could see, he 
owned no personal property.  Abraham buried his beloved wife to put her out of his sight.  We put our 
loved ones out of our sight so that we can go on with life.  There comes a time when we stop going to 
the grave site.  If we are not careful, we can slip into ancestral worship like the pagans do by going to 
the tomb over and over.  We need to cry, heal, and move forward. 
➢ Genesis 23:3 & 4; I Thessalonians 4:13: Psalm 30:5 

 

III. Abraham Purchases a Grave Site 
 

• Abraham went to the city gate to negotiate the purchase of a burial place for Sarah.  He knew Ephron 
owned the cave at Machpelah (doubling or duplication), and he wanted to buy it.  While the culture of 
the Hittites/Canaanite people was to say they were giving something, it was their way of making a 
“deal”.  Just like the tourist industry is today.  Abraham was not looking for a “deal”.  He paid the full 
value of the cave and buried Sarah there in Hebron. This later became the place of Abraham, Isaac, 
Rebekah, Jacob and Leah’s burial.  (Rachel is buried near Bethlehem).    
➢ Genesis 23:13-20 

 

IV. The Bible Clears the Property Dispute 
 

• This is one of the most sacred sights for all three monotheistic religions today.  The control of the 
property has been disputed over the years with the Arabs having complete control for a while.  
Following the June 1967 Six-Day War, Hebron came under Israeli control.  But, since the 1997 Hebron 
Agreement, the city has been divided into two sectors; H1 (80% controlled by the Palestinians) and H2 
(20% controlled by the Israelis).  It is clear from the architect that Herod built the buildings in Hebron.  
The Bible records the land purchase.  Abraham paid the full price of 400 shekels of silver in the 
audience of all the people (note he did not haggle over the price), he took possession, and “the borders 
round about were made sure”.   
➢ Genesis 23:13-20 


