
HANDOUT FOR JANUARY 16, 2022 
 

 

 

Bible Baptist Church, Mt. Orab                            Adult Sunday School - 9:45 am 
 

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed,  

rightly dividing the word of truth.  II Timothy 2:15 
 

Subject:  From Supplanter to the Prince of God 

Lesson Date: January 9, 2022 

Teacher:  Rev. Ted R. House 
 
 

I. Review and Introduction – God Sent Angels to Greet Jacob 
 

• Jacob had been with Laban twenty years in Padan-Aram, modern-day Iraq, where Syria and Turkey come 
together.  God had given Jacob confirmation to return to Canaan.  Jacob had dealt with Laban.  Now he would 
need to deal with his brother Esau, who was so angry he wanted to kill Jacob 20 years earlier.  Jacob could have 
been thinking of that anger when “the angels of God met him”.  It is as if God sent angels to welcome his servant 
home.  God further confirmed that Jacob was indeed in His will.  Jacob called the place Mahanaim, meaning “two 
hosts or bands”.  It reminds us of the children of Israel in the wilderness when the “pillar of cloud” went before 
them by day, and the ”pillar of fire” protected them by night.  God promised to protect Jacob.  

➢ Genesis 32:1-2; Genesis 27:41-45; Exodus 13:21-22 

 

II. Jacob Sent a Message to Esau & Jacob Prays in Humility 

 

• Jacob, thinking of the past with his twin brother, sent messengers with a very specific message to Esau at Mt. 
Seir in Edom.  Jacob called Esau lord/master and called himself Esau’s servant.  Jacob soon learned that Esau 
was headed his way with 400 men.  Jacob was afraid they may be coming to kill him.  Jacob divided his 
household into two bands so that if one group was destroyed the other would escape.  Jacob humbly and 
fervently prayed to God for deliverance, reminding God of His promise to Abraham to do Jacob good and to 
make of him a great nation.  Jacob confessed his unworthiness of God’s mercy and truths.  God knew those 
promises, but it is good for us to let God know that we remember that He has promised to “…never leave thee, 
nor forsake thee.  So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto 
me.” 

➢ Genesis 32:3-12; Psalm 2:4; Hebrews 13:5-6 

 

III. Jacob Sent a Gift to Esau 
 

• In hopes of appeasing Esau, Jacob prepared a gift from his wealth and sent it ahead to his brother, Esau.  The 
gift included five herds of animals: goats, sheep, camels, cows, and donkeys, 550 animals in all.  They were to 
reach Esau, one herd after the other, each with a message to “my lord Esau” that his ”servant Jacob” had 
presented these gifts and followed behind.  After sending the gifts, Jacob got up in the night and packed his 
family and all he owned, and sent them over the Jabbok River. 

➢  Genesis 32:12-23 

 

IV.  Jacob Meets Jesus and Gets a New Name 
 

• Now alone and in the dark, Jacob wrestled a man all night, refusing to give up.  God was still teaching Jacob.  
This man dislocated Jacob’s hip.  (To this day, the children of Israel to this day will not eat this part of the thigh.)  
Jacob could no longer wrestle but he hung on and he somehow realized he had been wrestling with God Himself.  
Jacob refused to let go without a blessing.  But first, the pre-incarnate Jesus insisted that Jacob, the supplanter, 
identify himself. Jacob did so, in humility and brokenness.  God changed Jacob’s name to Israel, meaning “prince 
of God”.  God blessed Jacob, and Jacob renamed the place Peniel, meaning “face of God”. 

➢ Genesis 32:24-32 
  


