
HANDOUT FOR FEBRUARY 6, 2022 
 

 

 

Bible Baptist Church, Mt. Orab                            Adult Sunday School - 9:45 am 
 

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed,  

rightly dividing the word of truth.  II Timothy 2:15 
 

Subject:  Arise, Go Up, and Dwell 

Lesson Date: January 30, 2022 

Teacher:  Rev. Ted R. House 
 
 

I. Introduction and Review – Jacob’s Journey of Sanctification Continues 
 

• Our lives have different chapters; so too for Jacob.  Chapter 34 was one of tragedy, loss, and failure.  Chapter 35 
is where Jacob experienced triumph, victory, and revival.  Sometimes when we hit bottom, it is then that God 
gets our attention.  Jacob had hit bottom when he failed as a father and follower of God.  His daughter had been 
raped, and His sons slaughtered all the males in the city to avenge their sister’s rape.  Jacob was fearful for his 
life.  God told Jacob to “arise, go up to Bethel and dwell there and make an altar unto God”.  In chapter 35 there 
are three funerals and four burials. 

➢ Genesis 34; Genesis 35:1 
 

II. Arise, Go Up to Bethel and Build an Altar 

 

• It had been 30-35 years since God had appeared in a vision to Jacob at Luz.  God promised Jacob to always be 
with him and to bring him back.  Jacob vowed to make the Lord his God and called that place “Bethel” meaning 
the house of God.  God told Jacob it was time for him to fulfill that vow.  Arise, go up and build an altar.  God 
reminded Jacob of the time and place of his salvation.  Do you remember the time and place of your salvation?  
Jacob reminded his family of God’s faithfulness and told them they must put away the strange gods that he had 
been tolerating.  Godly wives desire to follow the leadership of godly husbands.  Jacob’s family followed his lead.  
For personal revival to take place we must “bury” some things.  Jacob buried (the first burial) the strange gods 
and all of the earrings.  Aaron used earrings to make the golden calf.  Hosea chastised Israel for being an 
adulterous wife, decking herself with earrings and going after other lovers, idolatry.  We must be mindful of how 
we adorn the temple of God.  As our culture becomes more and more pagan, piercings and tattoos are 
excessive.  There is a connection between earrings and idol worship.  Jacob heard that “the inhabitants of the 
land” would react to his sons’ revenge, but “The terror of God” was upon the cities and no one chased after them.  
Jacob came to Luz where Abraham had come and departed to Egypt and then back.  It is where Jacob fled from 
Esau and came back.  Luz means “departure”.  If you have departed it is time to come back.  Jacob obediently 
built an altar to the Lord.  He called the place El-Bethel, meaning “the God of Bethel”.  God protected Jacob and 
protected the “Highway of the Seed” that His promise and purpose would be fulfilled through Jacob’s seed. 

➢ Genesis 28:12-22; Genesis 34:30-35:1-7; Exodus 32:1-6; Hosea 2:12-13; Genesis 3:15 & 16 

 

III. God Blesses Jacob – God Went Up 
 

• Jacob never saw his mother after she sent him away.  He was back home after 30-35 years and Deborah, 
Rebekah’s nurse, died and she was buried (first death, second burial) under an oak “oak of weeping” in Bethel.  
The Bible does not say, but Deborah could have nursed and cared for Jacob.  He would have been very close to 
her.  Jacob had completely left Padan-aram and all connections (even his mother and nurse) have been 
removed.  God appeared again to Jacob at Bethel and blessed him affirming several things He had previously 
promised.  God reminded Jacob that his new name was Israel.  God declared again to Israel that nations would 
come from him and that the land promised to his ancestors Abraham and Isaac would belong to him and his 
descendants.  God said to Jacob, “I am God Almighty”; El-Shaddai, the “Strong One”, the “nourisher”.  I will 
nourish, strengthen and make you fruitful.  It is God’s feminine name; God will be Jacob’s nurse.  God went up 
from Jacob.  Could it possibly be God went back up the Ladder Jacob had seen in his vision all those years 
before? 

➢ Genesis 35:1-13; Genesis 17:1-8; Genesis 26:3-5; Genesis 17:1  
 


