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Bible Baptist Church, Mt. Orab                            Adult Sunday School - 9:45 am 
 

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed,  

rightly dividing the word of truth.  II Timothy 2:15 
 

Subject:  When a Good Thing Becomes An Idol 

Lesson Date: January 2, 2022 

Teacher:  Rev. Ted R. House 
 
 

I. Review and Introduction – The Stolen Image 
 

• Jacob had worked for his uncle Laban for 20 years.  He worked 14 years for his two wives and two concubines, 
eleven sons and one daughter.  The last six years Jacob built wealth as God was building him.  God gave him the 
desire to return to Canaan, his circumstances were uncomfortable, and God gave confirmation for him to return 
home.  Rachel and Leah had been sold and written off by their father.  Rachel and Leah had seen God at work in 
Jacob’s life and believed the God of Jacob was the true God.  They agreed to follow their husband, confirming his 
desire to return to his homeland.  But, like new Christians, it is difficult to leave the old ways.  While Laban sheared 
the sheep, Rachel stole her father’s image (first mention) while Laban sheared the sheep.  Concerned that Laban 
would cheat him again and not allow him to leave with his possessions and his wives, Jacob left without telling 
Laban.  Jacob had nothing when he left home and arrived at Uncle Laban’s, but he left with a caravan. 

➢ Genesis 31:14-21 

 

II. Laban is Mad – Jacob’s Righteous Rant 

 

• God allowed Jacob a three-day head start before Laban was told.  When Laban found out that Jacob and his family 
were gone, he went after them and caught up with them in seven days.  Laban was mad.  God appeared to him in a 
dream and told Laban to leave Jacob alone.  The father, Laban, had given his daughters to Jacob.  When a man 
gives his daughters away in marriage, they become the responsibility of the husband.  Laban accused Jacob of 
taking his daughters captive and stealing his gods (the real concern).  Jacob, not knowing what Rachel had done, 
told Laban to go through everything, and if he found anything belonging to him, the person would die.  (Rachel lied to 
her father when he came looking for his idols.)  Rachel held onto some old ways.  “Old things are passed away”, yet 
sanctification is a progressive process.  The longer we are saved the more we should act like Jesus.  This first 
mention of “image” pictures the frailty of idols.  Rachel was able to hide the images and sit on them because they 
had no power.  (These gods could not hear, nor smell, nor speak.)  Idols are anything we pay homage to or worship, 
giving our time, energy, talents, and money to it.  “When a good thing becomes a God thing, it is an idol.”  Worship 
goes hand and hand with our wallets.  Remember, “Kneel at the cross…give your idols up”.  Those in pantheistic 
religions must be taught there is only one way, Jesus, only one God.  Jacob was wroth and reminded Laban of his ill-
treatment these 20 years in spite of his faithful service. 

➢ Genesis 31:22-42; II Corinthians 5:17; Psalm 115:3-11; John 14:6 

 

III. Laban and Jacob Make a Covenant 
 

• Laban disagreed.  He believed that his daughters and their children and all that Jacob possessed still belonged to 
him.  Because Laban had been warned by Jacob’s God, he feared and would not fight for them.  Laban proposed a 
covenant that both men would swear never to do the other harm.  (Interesting, but not inspired: some Jewish 
traditions say that Balaam was Laban because of this agreement not to pass over the place of the “heap of witness” 
near the Tigris River.  The donkey could not pass because of this.)  Jacob agreed and built a heap of stones, made a 
sacrifice upon an altar, and shared a meal.  Laban used the heathen language and called it Jegarsahadutha, but 
Jacob called the place Galeed in the pure Hebrew language, meaning “heap of witness”.  Laban kissed the children 
and departed.  This is the last time we hear of Laban. 

➢ Genesis 31:43-55 
 

 


