
HANDOUT FOR JANUARY 23, 2022 
 

 

 

Bible Baptist Church, Mt. Orab                            Adult Sunday School - 9:45 am 
 

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed,  

rightly dividing the word of truth.  II Timothy 2:15 
 

Subject:  Jacob and His Brother Reconcile 

Lesson Date: January 16, 2022 

Teacher:  Rev. Ted R. House 
 
 

I. Introduction – Dealing with Conflict 
 

• The entire Bible is a book on reconciliation.  Before we are saved, we were the enemies of God, yet He 
reconciled us.  We are to be reconciled to one another with the right motives and without placing blame or 
explaining why.  Esau hated Jacob and wanted to kill him.  Twenty years have passed and Jacob has been 
building his family and wealth.  Esau, the “wild man” settled in Edom building his family and wealth.  Esau did not 
know how the Lord had been working on Jacob, his salvation, his dream about the ladder, the two bands of 
angels, or his miraculous encounter with the Lord Jesus who gave him a new name, Israel, and a limp.  Jacob 
did not know what had been going on in Esau’s life.  We must remember this when it comes to reconciling, we do 
not know what is going on in the other person’s life. 

➢ Romans 5:10; Genesis 25:22-26; Genesis 27:35 & 41-45; Genesis 16:12; Genesis 32:27-32 

 

II. Reconciliation Needs Humility and Grace 

 

• When Jacob saw Esau coming with his 400 men, he placed his two servant wives and their children at the front 
of the line.  Next, he placed Leah and her children.  Finally, he placed his beloved Rachel and Joseph last so 
they could escape if Esau became aggressive.  The other children saw the favoritism of their father.  Jacob put 
himself at the front.  Although God said the younger would rule the older, Jacob humbled himself and bowed 
seven times low to the ground.  Esau did not draw a sword, instead, he ran to Jacob and threw his arms around 
his brother, and kissed him.  Both men wept.  The tears washed away all of the bitterness of 20 years.  This 
humble, contrite spirit disarmed Esau and he forgave Jacob forever. (J. Phillips)  It would never be brought up 
again between the brothers, but not so among their descendants.  When Esau asked about Jacob’s wives and 
children, Jacob witnessed to his brother that God, Elohim, the creator had given them to him.  Each group 
approached in turn, and bowed before Esau, treating him as a prince or lord. 

➢ Genesis 33:1-7 

 

III. Reconciliation Includes Giving and Receiving 
 

• Esau asked about Jacob’s gift.  Jacob’s gift was acknowledging that he had cheated Esau and Jacob did not 
deserve Esau’s forgiveness and grace.  It is wise to give with a repentant heart.  Esau tried to refuse them, 
saying he had enough, but he did not give credit to the Creator God as Jacob had done.  Jacob insisted, and 
Esau accepted the gift.  We need to learn how to give and receive.  Esau invited Jacob to travel with him back to 
his home in Seir, but Jacob knew that God had told him to go to Canaan.  He needed to separate himself from 
his unbelieving brother.  We are to be separate from the world.  It is very subtle how Jacob is beginning to take 
supremacy.  Jacob implies that he would visit Esau in Seir.  It is not recorded that Jacob ever visited his brother, 
but the descendants of Esau are later recorded, so perhaps he did. 

➢  Genesis 33:8-16; II Corinthians 6:14-18 

 

IV. The Wrong Side of Jordan 
 

• Esau headed south towards Seir, and Jacob went west and built a house at Succoth, stopping just short of 
Canaan.  He eventually crossed the Jordan River, setting up camp outside of the city of Shechem.  Jacob 
purchased the land he camped on from the people of Shechem and built an altar to the Lord there. 

➢ Genesis 33:17-20 


