
HANDOUT FOR AUGUST 15, 2021 
 

 

Bible Baptist Church, Mt. Orab                            Adult Sunday School - 9:45 am 
 

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed,  

rightly dividing the word of truth.  II Timothy 2:15 
 

Subject:  Abram is Impotent; God is Omnipotent 

Lesson Date: August 8, 2021 

Teacher:  Rev. Ted R. House 
 
 

I. Introduction 
 

• Hagar returned and bore Ishmael.  For 13 years, Hagar and Ishmael were a constant reminder to Sarai of her 
unfruitfulness.  It had been 24 years since God first told Abram that his seed would cover the earth. God later told 
Abram that he would also be the spiritual father of more people than all the stars in heaven.  Abram, now 99 
years old, is physically unable to father children.  Paul tells us that Abram’s faith was not weak, but his “own body 
was now dead”.  What flesh cannot do, God, in His grace and power, can do!  Abram loved Ishmael, and he 
prayed that he could be “the one”.  God, however, was going to give Abraham a child by Sarah. 

⮚ Genesis 17; Romans 4:19 

 

II. Covenant Confirmed; Circumcision Established 

 

• The Almighty God, El Shaddai, appears to Abram.  God reveals Himself as the strong one, the one who 
nourishes, gives strength, and the fruitful One.  El Shaddai is the picture of a mother nursing her child providing 
all the child needs.  God commands Abram to walk with Him and to be “perfect” or upright.  Jesus said, “Be ye 
perfect”.  God changed Abram’s name to Abraham.  Abram means “high father”, but the name Abraham means 
“father of many nations”.  Abram would be the father of nations.  He would have to be fruitful.  The land of 
Canaan would belong to Abraham and his descendants forever.  The covenant is everlasting, and it is still in 
effect today.  God makes seven (the number of perfection or completeness) “I will” statements concerning this 
covenant.  As a token of this covenant, God had a new requirement for Abraham.  He, and every male of his 
household, born or bought, and every male in every generation to come, must be circumcised.  The flesh of the 
foreskin cut off.  Those who were not circumcised would be “cut off” or removed, no longer a child of Israel.  
Babies were to be circumcised on the 8th (new beginning) day, the day blood begins to clot in newborns. 

⮚ Genesis 17:1-16; Matthew 5:48 

 

III. The Child Promised by Sarah; What About Ishmael? 
 

• God tells Abraham that Sarai will now be called Sarah, and she and Abraham would have a son.  Sarai means 
“my princess” and Sarah means “a princess” because she would be the mother of many.  God added the same 
5th letter of the Hebrew alphabet, “hey”, to Abram’s and Sarai’s names.  The number 5 represents grace, the 
creative power of God.  In Christ, by grace, we become new creatures.   
 

• God promised to bless Ishmael, but the covenant promises between God and Abraham would not pass through 
Ishmael.  The promise would pass to Abraham’s son with Sarah and was promised to be born by this time the 
following year.  Abraham obeyed God’s command immediately and completely.  He circumcised himself, 
Ishmael, and all of the males with him.  Abraham was trusting God to perform His promise.  Ishmael was a 
product of the flesh, so God gave them a painful, incapacitating reminder that the promised child would not be by 
the power of the flesh.  Circumcision was a visible, continuous reminder that Israel owed its existence to the 
Almighty God.  Circumcision cuts off the flesh to say, “We place no confidence in the flesh”.  We have been 
crucified with Christ.  Circumcision points to the cross where Christ was cut off for us.  He died in the flesh so that 
we who believe would receive the circumcision with hands, the circumcision of the heart. 
➢ Genesis 17:15-27; Romans 4:19-21; II Corinthians 5:17; Galatians 2:20; Colossians 2:11 

 


