
HANDOUT FOR AUGUST 22, 2021 
 

 

Bible Baptist Church, Mt. Orab                            Adult Sunday School - 9:45 am 
 

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed,  

rightly dividing the word of truth.  II Timothy 2:15 
 

Subject:  A New Level of Faith & Spiritual Discernment 

Lesson Date: August 15, 2021 

Teacher:  Rev. Ted R. House 

 
I. Introduction 

 

• God confirmed the covenant and gave Abram and Sarai new names, Abraham and Sarah.  God gave 
circumcision as the token of the covenant.  Abraham was 99 years old and Ishmael was 13 years old when they 
were circumcised.  Like circumcision, baptism is an act of obedience, an outward expression of faith.  With 
obedience comes a new level of faith and spiritual discernment.  Oftentimes when one places their faith in Jesus 
Christ for salvation but they are not obedient in baptism, there is no spiritual maturity.  Abraham immediately and 
completely obeyed this requirement.  Not long afterward, the LORD appears to Abraham again. 

⮚ Genesis 17:23 - 18:1 

 

II. Abraham’s Hospitality and Humility 

 

• The LORD appeared to Abraham in Mamre.  With Abraham’s obedience came a new level of faith and 
discernment.  Three men appeared outside of his tent, it was the Lord and two angels in human form.  Abraham 
ran to them to show them deep respect and hospitality.  He knew he is being visited by God and said “MY Lord”. 
He invited them to rest and to eat.  Abraham tells Sarah to bake them bread.  Sarah had a humble and 
submissive attitude, and she did as her “lord” asked.  Abraham was also involved in preparing the meal.  He 
chose a young calf and prepared it for his guests.  Abraham personally served Jesus and the two angels the 
meal. 

⮚ Genesis 18:1-9 
 

III. Sarah’s Laugh and Lie 
 

• When the meal was over, the Lord asked Abraham where Sarah was.  The Lord revealed to Sarah and Abraham 
that “according to the time of life”, Sarah would have a son.  It is as though God “turned back time” for this 90-
year-old woman so that she could conceive a son by Abraham.  From the tent door, Sarah heard this and 
“laughed within herself”.  When the LORD asked Abraham why Sarah laughed, Sarah was afraid and denied that 
she had laughed.  The Lord responded graciously, and He gently corrected Sarah saying, you did laugh.  “Is 
anything too hard for the LORD?”   

➢ Genesis 18:10-15 

 

IV. Abraham’s Plea for Souls 
 

• The men prepared to leave, looking toward Sodom.  Abraham walked with them for a time, and the LORD has a 
conversation within Himself about whether or not He should reveal to Abraham His plan regarding the grievous 
sins of Sodom and Gomorrah.  The two angels had a job to do, and they walked on toward Sodom.  The LORD 
tells Abraham of His plan to destroy these sinful cities.  Abraham pleads with the Lord, and boldly asked the 
Lord: “Wilt thou also destroy the righteous with the wicked?”  Abraham insists that such an action would not be 
consistent with the Lord’s character.  The LORD is patient with Abraham as Abraham intercedes for souls.  Jesus 
wept over Jerusalem.  We should weep for souls.  Abraham asks, will you destroy the city if you find 50 righteous 
people there?  Abraham keeps asking, lowering the number at which the Lord would willingly destroy righteous 
people to judge the wicked, 45? 40? 30? 20?  The Lord agrees each time that He will not.  Finally, Abraham 
asks, with a request that the Lord not be angry, if He would spare the city for the sake of ten righteous people.  
The Lord agrees that He would spare them even if He found only ten righteous. 

➢ Genesis 18:16-33 


