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I. Introduction 
 

• Abram is faced with yet another test in Genesis 16.  There are four players: Abram, the friend of God; Sarai, 
Abram’s submissive wife who called him lord; Hagar, the Egyptian servant; and the Angel of the LORD, the first 
appearance of the pre-incarnate Jesus.  Abram had been in Egypt and now he is back in Canaan.  It is easier to 
get Abram out of Egypt than to get Egypt out of Abram.  It is interesting how each chapter in Genesis begins.  
Chapter 1 begins with “In”.  Chapter 16, along with chapters 3,10, and 12, begins with “Now”, indicating a break, 
and that some time has passed.  All of the other chapters begin with connecting words, most often “And”.  Abram 
was shown Calvary, and the Covenant was established.  It has been ten years since Abram left Ur and he is now 
85 years old.  When God is silent, we often want to help God with His plans.  Sarai also tried to help God with His 
plans. 

⮚ Genesis 16 

 

II. Abram’s Decision 

 

• Sarai said…”it may be”, which shows no faith at all but strictly human reasoning.  This was a test for Abram and 
he failed.  Abram, like Adam, failed to be the headship for his wife, and we are still suffering the repercussions of 
his failure today.  Even though something is legal or socially acceptable, it does not make it right.  It was wrong 
for Sarai to tell Abram to take Hagar as his wife.  God has a lot to say about how false prophets are to be dealt 
with.  We are not to show pity even if they are family.  We can be followers of Jesus and still not be His disciples.  
If we listen to our family concerning spiritual matters, we can get tempted to leave our Godly convictions to 
please our family instead of God.  We should be the first to correct family, but often we choose family over God.  
Abram chose to listen to Sarai.  They both acted in unbelief.  Hagar conceived and treated Sarai with contempt.  
With Abram’s approval, Sarai dealt harshly with Hagar, and Hagar fled. 

⮚ Genesis 16:1-6; Deuteronomy 13:6-10: Luke 14:25-27 

 

III. Jesus Came to the Woman at the Well 
 

• Hagar runs off into the wilderness toward Egypt.  The Angel of the LORD finds Hagar near a well by the fountain 
(two more first mentions) and commands her to return and submit to her mistress.  This pictures Hagar’s 
salvation, like Jesus with the Samaritan woman at the well.  The Angel of the LORD does not make His first 
appearance to Noah or Abram.  Instead, He comes to a pregnant slave girl, with a pride problem, that was 
mistreated by her mistress who was the cause of the mess she was in.  The Angel of the LORD tells Hagar that 
she will bear a son, Ishmael, who will become the father of many people that will be in conflict with everyone.  
This is the prophecy of Ishmael's descendants, the Arabs, who have been against God’s people down through 
the ages.  Ishmael is NOT the promised “seed”.  Ishmael means “God shall hear”.  Hagar called the Lord who 
heard her cry and came to her, “Thou God seest me”.  She named the well Beer-Lahai-roi, “Well of him that liveth 
and seeth me.”  Hagar returns to Sarai and Abram, and bears a son.  Abram, now 86 years old, calls his son, 
Ishmael.  In the Bible, Egypt is a picture of the world, and the Philistines is a picture of the flesh.  David was 
always fighting the Philistines.  Sarah is the picture of grace, the free woman.  Hagar is the picture of bondage, 
the law. 
➢ Genesis 16:7-16; Galatians 4 

 


